
 
Friday 16th December 2022  

Dear parents and carers,  

 

As we reach the end of the calendar year, it is usual to reflect on what has gone before. There is hardly enough space in 

this section to list all of the activities that the children have enjoyed over the past three months but some highlights have 

included a visit from a Commonwealth gold medal winner, a circus workshop, open mornings for all parents, meeting an 

author and, of course, our Christmas carol service.  

But while all of these are valuable experiences for the children, the most striking thing that we have found is how much the 

children have learned, how much more knowledgeable they are, how much more confident they are and how hard they 

have worked to achieve all of these things. Whenever we talk to the children about what  they are learning we are amazed 

at how articulate they are when talking about everything from cross-hatching to ancient history.  

This doesn’t happen by accident. We have an incredible team at Phoenix Academy who all go the extra mile because we all 

know what incredible children we have here. The whole team- from premises and office to support staff and teachers– 

have worked tirelessly to make our (and your) academy the place is it. But, most of all, the children have risen to the chal-

lenge. We are proud of them as you should be.  

Please have a well-deserved break and enjoy time with your children, family and friends. These are the important times.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we’ll see you in 2023.  

 

Mr Gittins and Mrs Ford 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 841420 

Email: office@phoenixstepacademy.org 

Passionate learners, thinking together. 

    Celebration Awards 

A huge well done to all the children below! 

Attendance 

Whole school attendance to date: 91.5% Whole school target: 96% 

Class weekly attendance:  

   Reception– 86.1%  Year 3–  89.9%  Year 5–  86.8% 

   Year 2– 85.4%         Year 4– 72.6%  Year 6– 72.8% 

PUPAC certificates  

Passion Urgency Positivity Aspiration Commitment 

Louie, Harry, Ellie-May, Sophia, Luna, Bobby-Ty, 

Brooke, Issy, Ruby, Madalin 

Star of the Term 

Isabelle W., Andriya, Isabelle I., Noah,  

Harvey,  Ronny 

Gold awards 

Harrison, Adriel, Ellie-May, Harry, Danny, Cody, Izzy, Tilly, Des-

tiny, Ollie, Sophia, Ria, Lexi, Star, Dakota, Brianna, Luna, Noah, 

Parker, Arthur, Freddie, Richard, Primrose, Michael, Lacey-

KayLouie, Arabella, Robyn, Isabella, Victory, Katie Lorenzo, 

Harrison, Isabelle, Jasmine, Hennessey, Laila, Adriel, Harry, 

Ellie-May, Chelsea, Michael, Harvey, Grace, Finley, Henry, Di-

ana, Brooke, Cody, Nhat, Isaac, Anna, Laycan, Cooper, Izzy, 

Helena, Alfie, Jack, David, Emmanuel, Andriya, Leighton 

Platinum awards 

Dakota, Henry, Jack, Helena 



 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday January 3rd 2023 First day of Spring term 

Passionate learners, thinking together. 

Friday 2nd October 2020 Friday 16th December 2022  

PTFA Christmas Fair and Jumper Day 

A huge thank you to our amazing PTFA for organising such a 

successful Christmas Fair. It was wonderful to see so many 

people make the effort to come and we are delighted to let 

you know that the event raised a fantastic £1,111.73, the most 

we have ever raised.  

 

Music Performance 

This term, Phoenix Music Club has enjoyed a project on traditional music from Indonesia, 

known as Gamelan. This culminated in an exciting performance in Tuesday's assembly. 

Fifteen pupils from Years 2-6 used 'classroom' instruments such as glockenspiels, cymbals 

and boomwhackers to play Baris, a warrior dance from the island of Bali.  The assembly 

was rounded off with a performance of ‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’ on hand-

bells!  Thank you to the Music Club team from Hailsham Parish Church (Chris Taylor, Mar-

garet Booth, Alex Dixon and Steve Somerville), and really well done to all the pupils in-

volved!   

P.E. Kits 

Please remember that our P.E. kit is a plain white or dark t-shirt or top, plain shorts or plain joggers. 

Christmas Carol Concert and Reception Nativity 

This week, the children in Reception joined with the children from White House Academy to take part in 

their very first Nativity. All the children were absolutely fabulous as was the performance.  

On Thursday, the children in Years 2,3,4,5 and 6 walked to the church to take part in a carol concert. It was 

wonderful to have parents join the children and their singing, reading and conduct was superb.   

A huge well done to all the children in the school—we are so proud of you all. 



 

As we come to the end of the term, we once again return to the work that Reception 

and Year 2 have been doing. Year 2 have been completing their DT project which is to 

make a stool for baby bear. Before they started the making process, the children tested 

different 3D shapes to see which was the strongest. In Reception, the children partici-

pate in daily free flow sessions. During these sessions, the children consolidate their 

learning and develop their social skills. Keep up the great work. 

Growing, learning, succeeding together. 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

 

Building using 3D shapes taught in 

maths. 

Friday 16th December 2022  
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Colouring helps to develop 

fine motor skills. 

Year 2 discovered 

that a cylinder was 

the strongest 3D 

shape. 
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