
 
Monday 22nd March 2021 

Dear parents and carers,  

We would like to say a huge well done to all the children for returning to school with such positivity 

last week. It has been a real joy to see them all back in class, showing such passion for their learning. It 

has also been lovely to see all our parents and carers again and we thank you for your support In    

making this reopening such a success. 

As adults and children we are all settling back into our normal routines, albeit still working within our 

COVID protocols and following government guidance. Over the last two weeks we have been working 

with the children to re-establish our expectations for behaviour, conduct and etiquette and we know 

we speak for all staff when we say we are impressed with how much the children have recalled.          

Re-establishing our routines will continue to be one of main priorities this term to ensure that the    

children settle successfully back into school life and are able to continue with their fantastic learning. 

We would like to reassure you that although from time to time the children will have occasional blips 

this is to be expected. The children have navigated their way through the most unusual 12 months and 

we will do everything we can, working with you at home, to support everyone in the best way possi-

ble.  All staff are available to speak with you via telephone, email or during a pre-arranged socially             

distanced environment. If you would like to talk to a member of staff please contact them to arrange a 

convenient time and setting. 

We hope you all have a good week. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Hughes and Mr Gittins 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 841420 

Email: office@phoenixstepacademy.org 

Passionate learners, thinking together. 

    Celebration Awards! 

Due to the nature of the current situation, 

our celebration assemblies now take place virtually. Over the 

past two weeks, we have celebrated many children gaining 

gold awards alongside our usual certificates for fantastic 

demonstration of our PUPAC values. 

The following children have received a PUPAC certificate: 

For week ending 12th March 

Adriel, Dolly, Callum, Primrose, Daisy-Mae, Keiran, Taylor, 

Oliver, Aiesha, Steven, Mason, Hollie, Jamie and Skye 

For week ending 19th March 

Lexi, Lorenzo, Luna, Brianna, Bobby-Ty,  Harvey,  Diana, Nhat, 

Filipe, A-J, Jayden, Rogue, Tiffany and Jessica 

Attendance 

Whole school weekly attendance: 

97% 

 

Class weekly attendance: 

Reception—  98% 

Year 1 -  97% 

Year 2 -  92% 

Year 3 -  99% 

Year 4 -  95% 

Year 5 -  98% 

Year 6—97% 
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Makaton  

As you may have seen from our amazing reception children on our Facebook page, last week we 
began our Makaton sign of the week with the sign for 'hello'. Children across the school really      
enjoyed practicing this! Ask your children to see if they can teach you the sign too as they are very 
keen to share their Makaton skills. 
 
Alongside our 'sign of the week', we have also been running weekly Makaton assemblies.  

The aim of these assemblies is to ensure all children understand why we use Makaton and how we use it to support 

our communication skills. 

Look out for Year 1 announcing this week's sign on Facebook and as we say at Phoenix, ‘Keep signing!' 

Conduct on the school site 

It has been fantastic to see everyone again and to welcome everyone back to our school community. Thank you for 

adhering to our COVID protocols. Wearing a mask and socially distancing from others are two of the key ways we can 

keep ourselves and our community safe. Please also remember to wait behind the yellow line at the bottom of the 

slope when collecting your children from Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Please be reminded that when on the school site we ask all parents and carers to be considerate, respectful and polite 

to all members of our school community at all times.  

Leaders take any breaches of this conduct expectation very seriously and any inappropriate behaviour or language may 

result in a verbal warning, a formal written warning or a possible ban from the school premises. 

                                   Curriculum Updates  

Now that we have returned, we feel it is important to provide you with a short update around our 

curriculum.  

We have carefully mapped the curriculum so that we can establish the knowledge the children have 

retained over the last few months (whether that be from accessing our live virtual learning or other-

wise). Alongside our work in the core curriculum areas such as maths, reading and writing, we have also introduced a 

number of foundation curriculum subjects (history, PSHE, PE and science) to make sure the children immediately start 

to experience a broad and balanced offer.  

Of course, we recognise that for many children, they may not have seen many people for some time (including their 

friends) so we have a particular focus on PSHE over the coming weeks to help them settle back in as quickly as possible.  

The key message from this for you as parents and carers is to reassure you that no matter how much or how little your 

child has retained during lockdown, we will be making sure that we adapt our curriculum to meet their needs in all    

areas!  



 

What an amazing two weeks back at school we’ve had! We would like to introduce our 

‘Spotlight on’ feature. In each newsletter we will share examples of the fantastic work 

that is taking place across the school. This week we are sharing a range of work and 

learning from our youngest pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, who have shown 

amazing commitment to their learning over the past two weeks. There is certainly a real 

‘buzz’ around school and the whole staff team are so happy to be able to have the      

children back in their classrooms! Next time, we will share work from our pupils in KS2. 

Growing, learning, succeeding to-

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been working 

really hard on their maths 

and writing in the last two 

weeks. Here is some amazing 

work from Daisy, Dakota and 

Harvey.  

Reception 

 

In Year 1, the children have been working 

hard on their maths as well and have been 

using lots of  different strategies to help with 

their counting and adding. 

Monday 22nd March 2021 
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Year 1 

In Reception the children have been 

developing their find motor skills in 

both their creative activities and   

daily writing sessions.  
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