
 
Friday 27th November 2020 

Dear parents and carers,  

Thank you again, not only from myself, but from all the staff at Phoenix Academy, for your ongoing 

support and positivity in what can only be described as an exceptionally unique term! Recent school 

and bubble closures within the community have really brought to light the importance of all the 

things we are doing as a whole school community to keep the school safe during this unprecedented 

time. The children are doing a fantastic job of maintaining their enthusiasm and passion for learning 

while also ensuring they adhere to the rules of their bubble. We are all exceptionally proud of them 

and their positive attitudes! 

Last week we took part in Anti Bullying week, which culminated in the children and adults taking part 

in Odd Socks day. This day gave everyone the opportunity to express themselves and celebrate their 

individuality! Since September, across all four STEP Hailsham schools, we have focussed on exploring 

how everyone is unique and special, particularly through our Zones of Regulation work.  

We seem to be moving through this term at great speed and are now fast approaching December and 

the traditional Christmas festivities, more details of which are included overleaf.  

I hope you are all keeping well. Please do not hesitate to contact us via the academy office if you have 

any questions or if there is ever anything we can do to support.  

Kind regards 

Mrs Hughes  

Interim Headteacher 

  Celebration Awards! 

Due to the nature of the current situation, 

our celebration assemblies now take place 

virtually. Over the past two weeks, we have 

celebrated many children gaining gold awards alongside our 

usual certificates for fantastic demonstration of our PUPAC 

values. 

The following children have received a PUPAC certificate: 

For week ending 20/11/2020 

Isabelle I, Elsie Mai H, Star J, Parker S,  Bobby-Ty J, Dakota R, 

Joey H, Diana G, Hunee– Rose, Starr M, Leslie J, Hollie H, Tom 

T and Mollie G 

For week ending 27/11/2020 

Harrison G, Lorenzo B, Sophia H, Lenny C, Emilia T, Grace W, 

LacieH, Helena S, Joel T, Isabela B, Kaydee C, Abi K 

Attendance 

Whole school weekly attendance:  
88.5% 

 
Class weekly attendance:  

Reception—  87% 

Year 1 -  90% 

Year 2 -  83% 

Year 3 -  90% 

Year 4 -  80% 

Year 5 -  97% 

Year 6—90% 

Contact Us 

Phone: 01323 841420 

Email: office@phoenixstepacademy.org 

Passionate learners, thinking together. 



 

Friends of Phoenix Academy—Christmas Events List 

Raffle—£1 per strip from Mon 30th Nov—Fri 11th Dec.  Draw will take place on Monday 14th Dec. 
Christmas Hat— 4th Dec— Children can come into school with Christmas hat/band.—Chocolate donations 
Pantomime—This will be virtual and watched in class bubbles—Any voluntary contributions are welcome. 
Elfriges– Payment in advance only—Secret Santa shop for children to buy gifts— Cost is £1 per wrapped gift. 
Sponsorted Walk—- North Pole Walk—Money to be back in school by 29th January 2021. 
Hamper for Nursing Home - We are putting together a hamper for Marshview Nursing Home—donations of 
toiletries, biscuits and long life cakes will all be gratefully received. 

Diary Dates 2020/2021  

Friday 4th December:   PTA Festive Headpiece day—Chocolate donations to the PTA please 
Tuesday 15th December:  Vision Testing for R & 1 
Thursday 17th December: Christmas Dinner Day— Children invited to wear Christmas jumpers for                
     Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day 
Friday 18th December:  Last day of term 2 
Term 3 
Monday 4th January:   First day of term 3 

A few general reminders: 

 As the season is changing and the weather turning colder please ensure all children come to 

school in a suitable warm and shower proof/water proof jacket as we will continue to take    

every opportunity to spend as much time as possible in the fresh air. 

 Each child should bring a named water bottle to school each day. Please ensure this contains 

water. Squash and fruit juice based drinks can be included in lunchboxes to be consumed      

during the lunch hour. 

Rights Respecting School 

This week, the Pupil Parliament met with Mr Gittins to discuss projects that they could work on. They 

decided that they would make a display for the hall to inform the children about  anti-bullying week 

and how this links with the UN Children’s Rights, which they have started work on. They also have 

been thinking of ways to listen to the ideas and opinions of the rest of the children in the school. They 

decided to use video conferencing to ask classes questions about school meals, which they hope they 

will be able to do next week. We also celebrated UK Parliament Week in assemblies and we were 

able to link these ideas with the work that our Pupil Parliament has been doing.  

It’s been a very busy week for them and we are sure that the children of the school will be very      

excited with some of the ideas they have in the pipeline to do with break times and gathering       

comments and suggestions from the other children.  

Passionate learners, thinking together. 
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Christmas Celebrations 

We’ve had lots of questions from parents and carers around our plans for Christmas this year.  In the current 

circumstances, we have had to change our usual celebrations which means that for this year, we will not be 

able to invite you into school to watch our usual performances.  We are working on alternative plans and will 

let you know once these are finalised.  We know that this will be really disappointing news for lots of our   

community but would like to assure you that Christmas is most certainly not cancelled at Phoenix Academy. 

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Dinner  

On Thursday 17th December we would love all children and staff to wear an item of Christmas clothing to 

school; this may be a jumper, a dress, a head piece or even a pair of Christmas themed socks.  Traditionally, we 

tie this into our Christmas dinner day which we are delighted to announce will still take place! Please see the 

Christmas Dinner menu below and we will send out further information shortly. 

Christmas Cards 

We know that the children love to write and send their own Christmas cards.  This year we will set up a     

Christmas post box for each bubble.  Children will then be able to send cards to and receive cards from        

children within their own bubble. Unfortunately, we are unable to provide you with a class list due to GDPR.  

Virtual Christmas Panto!  

A huge thank you to the Friends of Phoenix Academy who have purchased us a whole school licence to watch a 

virtual Christmas panto! We know that the children will thoroughly enjoy this virtual experience! We will send 

home further information regarding this soon. 



 

Passionate learners, thinking together. 
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