
 

 
   

 

Year 5 News    Term 4 

News  

Welcome  back!  It is hard to believe we are already halfway through Year 5—the time really is flying by. 

This term, Year 5 will continue to learn about the Amazon rainforest and the Amazon river as part of  our 

focus on the book Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson. To support this learning and help the children 

to make links between their local area and the wider world, we will be visiting the Seven Sisters Country 

Park, where the Cuckmere River meets the sea.  

Thank you to all those parents and carers who helped the children to create some incredible homework 

projects. At the end-of-term show Year 5 put on a wonderful display, setting a brilliant example for other 

students. As they approach the end of Year 5, it is important that the children begin to recognise the 

important role they have within the school as role models for younger students. Expectations for conduct 

will remain high and Year 5 students will be expected to present themselves in full school uniform each 

day so that they appear confident and successful to others. I will also be selecting six class members to 

be School Librarians. This will be a position of trust that allows the children a level of independence and 

responsibility that will help prepare them for Year 6 and for their future at secondary school.  

I look forward to sharing the successes of all the children with you at Celebration Assembly each week. 

Miss Campbell 

Writing 

This term the children will be planning, drafting and editing a 

story narrative based on the characters in our class text 

Journey to the River Sea. Each Monday the children will also 

produce a cold write, allowing them to practise writing in a 

variety of  styles and genres, in preparation for their SATs in 

Year 6. 

 

Phonics and Handwriting 

In Year 5, we rehearse our phonics across the week to ensure 

that all children have the skills needed to read and spell new 

words. We also regularly practise handwriting so that all 

children can write legibly and fluently so they can be proud of 

the quality of their work. In Year 5 the expectation is for all 

children to be able to join their handwriting, and this is a core 

skill we will be focusing on.  

Reading 

Children read every day in our controlled and close reading 

sessions. Reading is also incorporated into our context lessons 

in the afternoon, where the children read and explore non-

fiction texts that will help them to understand the content of 

Journey to the River Sea. Could I please ask parents and carers 

to ensure that children are reading regularly at home as this will 

help to support their learning and achievements in school.   

Maths 

This term we will be learning how to 

find the area and perimeter of 

rectangles including squares and of 

rectilinear shapes. This will require the 

children to use their skills of 

multiplication and addition. 

Later in the term, the children will 

learn written methods of division in 

order to solve increasingly complex 

mathematical questions. We will also 

ensure that all children continue to 

develop their mathematical reasoning 

and problem-solving skills.  

To ensure that all children are fluent in 

the key skills that they need to be 

successful, we will continue to have 

daily Maths meetings in which they 

review their previous learning. Please 

can I ask parents and carers to ensure 

that children are practising their times 

tables at home, as times table fluency 

is vital in supporting their maths 

learning in Year 5 and beyond. 

UN Convention on the Rights of a Child — Article 5 

Your family has the responsibility to help you understand your rights and to ensure that your 

rights are protected.  



Homework 

Homework will be set on Wednesday and is due in 

on the following Monday. Maths and Phonics 

homework is set each week to support class 

learning. Please can I ask parents and carers to 

support children with the completion of their 

homework as incomplete or unreturned homework 

will result in the child receiving a warning. As 

homework is marked by the children in class, those 

who do not complete the homework will be 

expected to complete their homework outside of 

class during this time. Children who complete their 

homework and return it on time each week will 

receive an additional five learning points.  

Web Links 

Hit the Button (times tables) 
www.wldps.com/gordons/Hit_the_button.swf 

Prodigy (maths) 
https://play.prodigygame.com/  

Times Table Rockstars 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/66007 

BBC Newsround 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 

National Geographic Kids 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/ 

Lexia (phonics) 

www.lexiacore5.com 

RM Easimaths  

www.rmeasimaths.com/Easimaths/Account/Login 

British Science Week 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/  

Science 

Our Science topic this term is Living Things and 

Their Habitats. We will be learning about the 

lifecycles and food chains of plants and animals, as 

well as how animals are classified.  

Year 5 have once again been invited to take part in 

Bede’s Senior School’s science fair, which follows 

the British Science Week theme of ‘Our Diverse 

Planet.’ This event is a fantastic opportunity for the 

children to showcase and discuss their learning 

from Science and context 

lessons; they will be expected 

to produce small group 

projects relating to the fair’s 

theme and the best of these 

will be chosen to be presented 

at the fair by the children.  

PSHE 
PSHE will be taught each week to support the 
children’s understanding of their rights, 
responsibilities and role within society. Lessons 
will cover a range of topics, including personal 
care and hygiene, emotional resilience, 
recognising and managing our emotions and 
understanding the beliefs, actions and 
emotions of others. We will also 
continue to teach the children about 
online safety and cyberbullying.  
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PE 

P.E.  will  be held on Tuesday each week.  Children 

are expected to have the correct PE kit in school 

every day. This  should consist of a plain white T-

shirt; plain black shorts, tracksuit bottoms or 

leggings; a change of socks and a pair of plimsolls 

or trainers. It is important that the children have a 

full PE kit and that trainers or plimsolls are the 

correct size to lower the risk of injury. Please 

ensure that your child has the correct PE kit so that 

they are able to take part in the lesson.  

Suggested Reading 

Other books by Eva Ibbotson:  Books about the Amazon and Living Things and their Habitats: 
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