
 

 

Friday 13th March 2020 

Dear Mums, Dads and Carers, 
 

As you will know, we believe home/school communication is essential at Phoenix 
Academy, but particularly while there are national concerns regarding   Corona-
virus. All schools receive daily updates providing us with advice on how to keep 
children safe and healthy. The Department for Education and the Local       Authori-
ty are encouraging schools to follow the Public Health England guidance regarding 
Coronavirus and to remain open. Public Health England advise that in most cases, 
even if there is a confirmed case within the school community, closure of the school 
is unnecessary. However, we can assure you that in this situation we would take 
further advice. 
It is important that we all do our best to ensure that our children’s education is     
disrupted as little as possible and as always, everyone should continue to promote 
good hand and respiratory hygiene: 
 Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after using public 

transport. Use a sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 
 Always carry tissues with you and use them to catch your cough or sneeze, 

then bin the tissue and wash your hands (or use a sanitiser gel) 
Attached to this newsletter is a poster that provides further information about   
Coronavirus and information regarding the procedures we would use to let you 
know if we were advised to close the academy.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
Kind regards, 
Alun Evans 

Attendance updates 

Whole school academy target: 96% 

Whole school attendance this week: 93.1% 

 

Class weekly attendance: 

 Reception 94%  Year 1: 90%  Year 2: 96.4% 

 Year 3: 89.6%  Year 4: 96.8% Year 5: 96.4%    Year 6: 87.4% 

 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please contact the academy office by 
9.30am at the very latest on the day of absence and again each subsequent      

morning. 

As you are aware, we are currently working with our Educational Welfare Officer Claire 
Erridge to ensure our whole school attendance exceeds our target of 96%.    

 



Raystede with Year 1 
On Tuesday year 1 went on a trip to Raystede Animal Shelter to support their learning of “The Tale of Peter       
Rabbit”.  Despite the blustery weather the children had a fabulous time.  They enjoyed learning about the different 
animals that are cared for at the shelter and loved making rabbit treat washing lines!  The trip wouldn’t have been 
complete without giving the children the opportunity to meet Wilson, a very excitable and friendly little dog. 

BOOKING INFORMATION FOR EASTER HOLIDAY SHACK 
2020  

Wednesday 8th April at The Children’s Centre,                    
Vega Close, Town Farm  

Wednesday 15th April at The Diplocks Hall,                        
Diplocks Estate  

Hailsham Foodbank are running their Easter Holiday Shack at 2 venues this year, both events 
are identical and will run from 10.45 am, registration, lunch 12.15pm finish 1pm.  
 
They would like to encourage participants to attend their local venue, this will assist the Food-
bank in planning their future projects in tackling Holiday Hunger and Food Poverty, within  
Hailsham.  
 

If you come across families that would benefit from coming along to the Easter Holiday Shack on 
either  the 8th or 15th April 2020 then please get them to complete  the booking  forms sent  to 
you via parentMail .  



 

 

Now up and running at Tesco’s Hailsham—Phoenix Academy have won a bid to be part of the 
Tesco Bags of Help grant!  With the money they are hoping to 
enhance their Reading and Literacy by  creating a new library 
to promote this.  This will be a warm and welcoming area 
where the      children will be able to come and read. 

 

To secure the maximum bid we need your help,  so every time 
that you purchase items from TESCO’s in Hailsham, please 
ensure that you have been given a token and that you vote for 
Phoenix Academy Reading and Literacy  Project! 

Thank you ! 

Tesco Bags for help—Phoenix Academy 

     PTA News—events for Term 4 

The PTA are involved with arranging a range of activities for you and your children to enjoy.  The 

money that is raised from these events is then ploughed back into the school, so that we are 

able to offer additional resources, such as reading books, PE equipment and games for play-

times.  If you have a little time and would like to volunteer, please contact the academy office.   



     Year 2  - Pizza Express 

Year 2 went to Pizza Express to consolidate their knowledge of the Great Fire of London. We 
discussed the different ingredients, what they were made from and where they came from. The 
children made their pizza completely independently and had a great time. A huge thank you to 
Pizza Express for fully funding the trip and to the parent helpers that made it possible. Well done 
Year 2 for showing amazing enthusiasm and conduct. I was very proud taking them out!  

Mrs Laing-Webb. 



 



Parents Guidance 
 

Coronavirus COVID -19 
 

Our prime concern will always be the safety of the pupils, staff and parents. With this in mind we 
continue to recommend the following sensible hygiene precautions: 
 
 wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 
 always wash your hands when you get home or into work 
 use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough 

or sneeze 
 put used tissues in the bin straight away and wash your hands afterwards 
 try to avoid close contact with people who are unwell 
 
The Government have provided the following updated information:  
 
Symptoms 
 
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 
 
 new continuous cough and/or 
 high temperature 
 
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild infection 
 
Key messages for those who show symptoms  
If you have symptoms of coronavirus infection (COVID-19), however mild, stay at home and do 
not leave your house for 7 days from when your symptoms started and note the guidance below: 
 
 plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home. 
 ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things you need to stay at 

home. 
 stay at least 2 metres (about 3 steps) away from other people in your home whenever pos-

sible. 
 sleep alone, if that is possible. 
 wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water. 
 stay away from vulnerable individuals such as the elderly and those with underlying health    

conditions as much as possible. 
 you do not need to call NHS111 to go into self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during 

home isolation or are no better after 7 days contact NHS 111 online. If you have no internet 
access, you should call NHS 111. For a medical emergency dial 999. 

 
 
School closure 
 
If the government announces a move to the next phase and the DfE authorises school closures 
this plan will be activated immediately. 
 
In the event of closure, the following methods will be used to communicate with parents to let 
them know: 
 
 A Parent Mail message will be sent (please ensure you are signed up to Parent Mail and 

can receive alerts) 
 A message will be posted on the Academy’s website homepage 

 

https://111.nhs.uk/


Diary Dates  

2019-2020 

Term 4 

Thursday 19th March— Reception Stay and Play 

Friday 20th March  - Mothers’ Day Present Room  

Thursday 26th March -  Parents Evening  

Friday 27th March—Mufti Day— Wear a Spring T-shirt and bring an Easter Egg (for raffle)  

             PTA Spring Fair and Easter raffle 3.10—4.30pm  

3rd April Last day of Spring term  

Term 5 

Monday 20th April—INSET Day 

Tuesday 21st April—First day of term  

Thursday 7th May—VE Day picnic and activity afternoon  

Friday 8th May  - Bank Holiday  

Thursday 21st May—School disco  

Friday 22nd May—Half term 2nd June  

Keep in touch with Twitter, Facebook and the website 

@STEP_Phoenix 

Phoenix and White House Academies, Hailsham 

www.phoenixstepacademy.org 

Celebrations Assembly! 

 

Reception:  Dekota and Mirabella 

Year 1: Emilia and Archie 

Year 2: Oliver and Brooke 

Year 3:  Grace and Joel 

Year 4:  Rogue and Ryan 

Year 5: Jessica and Brianne 

Year 6:  Callie and Anna 

 

Our Celebration Assembly takes place each Friday afternoon at 2.45pm. Each week we 

 welcome parents/ carers into our weekly Celebration Assembly to share a special  

celebration with the children who are chosen to receive a certificate for their effort or  

attainment in maths, English, subject work, behaviour or for the demonstration of one of 
our PUPAC values.  

If you are attending the assembly, please come and sign in at the academy office and go 
through to the academy hall .  


